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Inside this issue: 

Celebrate the holiday season with lo-

cal Young Professional ChemEs! 

 

Date: Thursday, December 8th, 6pm 

Location: The Stadium Sports Club, 769 Holiday Lane, 
Des Plaines, IL 

 Food and drinks will be individually billed. 

http://www.stadiumsportsclub.com/ 

 

HAPPY    HOLIDAYS 

& 

HAPPY    NEW YEAR 

 

Best wishes for the holiday season and a  

Happy New Year  

Thank you for helping us to improve the Chicago 
Section monthly meetings 

http://www.aiche-chicago.org


We all have different reasons for joining or-

ganizations.  Certainly many of us consider 

how membership will help us.  In my early 

years as an AIChE member, I made sure I 

voted for activist directors who reflected my 

views.  A few years ago when we were looking 

to increase membership, I put together a list of 

reasons to join the section and the national or-

ganization.  Some people jump from one or-

ganization to the next just because their needs 

are not being met. 

Lost in all this, however, is the other side of the 

coin.  Somewhere in my career, I realized that 

giving is also an important component of join-

ing a group.  When the student outreach com-

mittee was activated, I jumped at the chance 

to help.  Although I had done some work as an 

alumni recruiter for my college alma mater, I 

had not had the opportunity to discuss chemi-

cal engineering in-depth with students.  This 

program gave me the chance. 

 

Whenever you come to one of our meetings or 

another event, you probably did not think 

about how it was produced.  In one way that is 

good, because it means volunteers are doing 

their jobs well.  Often anonymous, they have 

signed on because they believe that giving is 

better than receiving. 

 

Organizations rise or fall based on their volun-

teers.  Often we take for granted how smoothly 

they function.  Of course, it is the often unseen 

people behind the scenes who make this hap-

pen.  Even the best organizations have holes 

to fill.  Those who are willing to give of them-

selves can make a difference. 

In the Chicago Section, a 

few committees still lack 

chairs.  Members are also 

needed to support the 

chairs in carrying out the 

work of the committees.  

Those of you who may 

have a particular interest 

are welcome to contact 

me about it.  Your effort will make our section 

even better. 

 

One group of volunteers deserves special 

mention at this time ï those who helped with 

the recent technical conference.  Their efforts 

made things run smoothly and successfully for 

one of our signature events.          

 
By Steve Schade 
 
 

High School Program at 2011 
AIChE Midwest Regional 

Conference  

During the AIChE Midwest Regional Confer-

ence, the AIChE Chicago Outreach Committee 

hosted the Annual High School Outreach pro-

gram. This event is held to educate Chicago-

land high school students about what real en-

gineers do and the numerous opportunities 

available with a Chemical engineering degree. 

The event was held on both Thursday and Fri-

day of the conference and welcomed more 

than 200 students combined.  Students came 

from all over including District 211, District 

214, Lane Tech, UIC College Prep, Niles 

North, Universal School, Ogden International, 

and Trio Upward Bound. 
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The students started off the program with a 

presentation from the well known Chemical 

Engineering Astronaut, Dr. Albert Sacco.  Al 

spoke about his background of Chemical En-

gineering and about his amazing adventures 

in space. The program then switched gears 

and tested the students about their knowledge 

of engineering careers with the game, ñWhat 

Type of Engineer Am I?ò. After the challenging 

game, a panel of five current chemical engi-

neers spoke about their different experiences 

in their Chemical Engineering education and 

career paths. The students were astonished 

about the different directions that a Chemical 

Engineering degree can lead.  After the panel 

discussion, the students had the chance to 

ask even more questions to the professionals. 

Each professional had lunch with the students 

and answered more detailed questions.  The 

day wrapped up with a great tour of the UIC 

campus and presentations for engineering 

student organizations. 

This program could not have been so suc-

cessful without the event hosts: Rick Isher-

wood, Alan Zagoria, Meagan Lewis, UIC, and 

AIChE. 

 

NOMINATIONS  REQUESTED FOR  
THE ERNEST W. THIELE  AWARD 

 

The Ernest W. Thiele award is sponsored by 

BP and recognizes the outstanding contribu-

tions to our profession by a Midwest region 

chemical engineer.  This award was estab-

lished by the AIChE Chicago Section and is 

presented annually to a Midwest region AIChE 

member.  This internationally recognized 

award consists of an engraved plaque and 

$1000 honorarium presented at our sectional 

meeting. 

 

Nomination forms and additional information 

can be obtained from the Thiele Committee 

Chair. 

Completed nominations are due to the com-

mittee chair no later than March 01, 2012 . 

 

One of the highest honors a distinguished 

chemical engineer can receive is our Chicago 

Section Thiele award.  Please consider nomi-

nating a deserving engineer for this prestig-

ious award. 

 

Jim Simnick 

BP Amoco Complex, J-8 

150 W. Warrenville Road 

Naperville, IL 60566 

Ph 630-420-5936 

fax 630-420-4832 

email: james.simnick@bp.com 
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Highlights of 2011 AIChE Midwest Conference  


