GTI

TC Biomass Conference

Press Release #1

Rev. 1

March 5, 2009


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GTI to Present Global Scientific Forum on Thermochemical Conversion of Biomass

DES PLAINES, Illinois (March 4, 2009) – Gas Technology Institute (GTI) has announced that it is organizing and cosponsoring a scientific conference on the current state of thermochemical biomass conversion science at the Sheraton Chicago Hotel & Towers in downtown Chicago, Illinois. The conference, entitled “tcbiomass 2009,” will run for three days from September 16-18, 2009. 

As an important platform for the production of biomass-derived fuels for renewable and sustainable energy, thermochemical conversion (tc) will play an important role in the future of biofuels. With new renewable fuel standards being set by countries around the world, the need to keep pace with advances in the field is urgent and critical. By learning firsthand about the latest breakthroughs in the field, conference attendees will be at the cutting edge of this exciting technology, with many opportunities to explore the implications and possibilities of the future of biofuel technology.


The conference will feature a number of peer-reviewed scientific presentations by many of the world’s leading researchers in gasification, pyrolysis, and pyrolysis oil upgrading. Topics will range from fundamental and applied research to technology lessons learned. Several networking events and panel discussions are also planned during the event. 


Keynote presenters scheduled for the event include Jim Frederick, thermochemical program lead at National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL); Ralph Overend, former NREL Research Fellow; and the Assistant Secretary from the U.S. Department of Energy.


Those interested in presenting a paper or poster at the conference are encouraged to submit an abstract of 250 to 300 words to Terry Marker, GTI Bioenergy Initiatives Manager, by emailing their submissions to terry.marker@gastechnology.org by March 31, 2009. All accepted papers will be published in an upcoming issue of Environmental Progress, an official publication of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers. Presenters will receive a $200 discount on the conference registration fee.


Tony Bridgwater, Professor of Chemical Engineering at Aston University, Birmingham, England, and a leading bioenergy researcher, will be presented with the Don Klauss Award for Excellence in Thermochemical Conversion Science for his contributions to the field at the conference.


Conference activities will also include a site visit to GTI laboratories and facilities, where GTI scientists and engineers evaluate innovative gasification processes and develop commercialized advanced gasification and downstream end-use technologies.

The TC Biomass Conference is sponsored by GTI; the U.S. Department of Energy; Natural Resources Canada; IEA Bioenergy; The American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE); Biomass Magazine; and the United States Department of Agriculture.

To find out more about tcbiomass 2009, please visit www.gastechnology.org/tcbiomass2009. 

About GTI

GTI is a leading research, development, and training organization that has been addressing the nation’s energy and environmental challenges by developing technology-based solutions for consumers, industry, and government for more than 65 years. Website: www.gastechnology.org
